All Genres

Writers' Workshop

Finding the Language of Poetry for all Writers
Workshop with
Laura Hansen

Jackpine Writers' Bloc Writers' Workshop
Date and Time: Saturday, September 19, 2026, from 9 AM to 12 Noon.
Location: Jack Pines Resort, 53014 State Highway 34, Osage MN 56570
(located 9 miles west of Park Rapids MN [1 mile west of Osage MN])
Cost of Workshop: $55.00 Lunch at noon is included in the workshop cost.

Instructor:

Laura Hansen is the author of the Stevens Poetry Manuscript Prize collection, Midnight River, which was
also a Midwest Book Awards Finalist in Poetry. Published in numerous literary journals, Laura has judged
poetry contests for Central Lakes College, The Talking Stick Literary Journal, and Brainerd Writers Alliance
among others. Laura is a two-time Grand Prize Winner in the League of Minnesota Poets Annual Poetry
Contest and a three-time Five Wings Arts Council Grant Recipient. Laura facilitates Write in the Gallery at
Great River Arts, is on the Lifetime Arts Creative Aging Roster of Teaching Artists, and has served on the
boards of Great River Arts and The Five Wings Arts Council. A graduate of Concordia College in Moorhead,
MN, Laura owned Bookin' It— an independent bookstore—for over twenty years. Laura’s Night Stack can be
found online at RIVERPOETHANSEN.SUBSTACK.COM

Course Description:
Finding the language of poetry in all genres, for all writers:

In this fun and informative writing workshop, we invite writers working in all genres and at any
level of experience to engage with their creative side and to find their inner poet. Over the course
of this three-hour workshop, we will see how poetry can be found within, and even used to
enhance, long-form writing. More importantly, writers will have the opportunity to find their own
poetry sweet spot, whether it be adding some poetic language to their prose writing, trying their
hand at a prose poem or sculpting a new poem from an old journal entry. Plenty of examples and
writing time. Feel free to bring along a piece of raw unedited writing to work on during our
session.

The Workshop will run from 9 A.M. to 12 Noon. The Workshop cost includes
lunch at noon.

Book release party at 1 PM:

The Talking Stick 35 Book Release Party and this Writers' Workshop will be held on

Saturday, September 19, 2026, at Jack Pines Resort, 53014 State Highway 34, Osage, MN
56570.
The Book Release Party will start at 1 P.M. and run till approximately 4 P.M. There is no charge
to attend the Book Release Party. Lunch at noon will be on your own if you are just attending the
Book Release Party. There is a restaurant available at Jack Pines Resort and it will be open from
9 AM to 9 PM. Dinner/supper after the Book Release Party will be on your own.
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YOU MUST PREREGISTER FOR THE WORKSHOP. Please email Sharon Harris at
sharrickl@wcta.net to sign up. Phone 218-732-3782 if questions. Be sure to include your name
and mailing address, phone number, and email address. Make your $55 check out to Jackpine
Writers' Bloc and mail it to: Sharon Harris, 13320 149" Ave, Menahga MN 56464.

We will limit this workshop to the first 35 participants and then put names on a waiting list.
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